
   

 

PEQUEA VALLEY SCHOOL BOARD 

Committee Meeting 

October 4, 2011 

The monthly Committee meeting of the Pequea Valley School Board was called to order by President Bryant Ferris 

at 7:01 p.m. Members present were: Christian Brackbill, Fred Hertzler, Virginia Ranck, Steve Riehl, Charles Rohrer, 

Mike Sage, and Vernon Wright. Joyce Good was in attendance via electronic communication. Others present 

included: Patrick Hallock, John Bowden, Erik Orndorff, Cathy Warner, Deb Weaver, Tricia Lacock, Clair Witwer, 

Beth Reinhart, Sharon Ray, Taylor Croft, Jared Erb, Arlen Mummau, Cathy Koenig, and June Groff. 

PVAA Donation – High School principal, Arlen Mummau, presented the Board with a check in the amount of 

$3,000 which was raised by PVAA to help purchase the fitness equipment. Arlen committed to raise $10,000 over a 

five-year period. Charles Rohrer asked Arlen about the concept of using eBay to raise money. Arlen stated that he 

will check into it in the future. Bryant Ferris asked Arlen to pass on thanks from the Board for the partnership. 

Test Scores (PSSA, SAT) – Erik Orndorff gave a brief review on growth and achievement and introduced the 

principals who presented on their individual buildings. Beth Reinhart and Sharon Ray presented the elementary data 

and touched on the areas where growth is needed. They presented a comprehensive assessment schedule used by the 

elementary school staff in one year’s time. Bryant Ferris asked about the DIEBLES test and what happens to students 

who move to the district after October 1. Christian Brackbill asked about what is being done to gain growth at the 

advanced level. Charles Rohrer asked about the big drop in scores in fifth grade. 

Taylor Croft presented the intermediate school data which showed how the percentages have been moving from 

basic and proficient to advanced over the past six years in sixth, seventh, and eighth grades. Charles Rohrer 

commented about how exciting it is to see the math scores increase. 

Arlen Mummau presented the high school scores. He explained that the high school is changing schedules to make 

more time for math and language arts and anticipates future growth due to these changes. He stated that last year all 

tenth grade students took the PSAT in order to gain data which is then used to drive instruction. The high school is 

now mimicking what the elementary and intermediate school has done for years, and he expects to have the same 

results in the future. Arlen presented the gains made on the SAT. He then presented the PSSA scores for math and 

reading which have declined. He presented an action plan to raise these scores which include new computer software 

and department meetings focused on math and reading. 

Erik Orndorff concluded by thanking the principals for their hard work and dedication to raising achievement and 

growth in all of our students. Joyce Good and Charles Rohrer both applauded the work of the administration. Mr. 

Rohrer would like to see greater growth in the advanced students and placed the challenge on the administrative 

team. 

Board Policy 006.1 – Board Member Participation at Public Meetings via Electronic Communications – Pat 

Hallock spoke to the Board about Board Policy 006.1, Board Member Participation at Public Meetings via Electronic 

Communications. According to the policy, a Board member may only participate via electronic communications two 

times in a calendar year. He stressed that the expectation is to have Board members physically present. He also 

pointed out that no more than two members can do this at the same time. The Board changed the policy to read as 

follows under Section 3: The Board member must submit a request to participate in a public meeting via electronic 

communications two business days’ before the scheduled date of the public meeting. Also, in Section 6, Other 

Provisions, the reference of Section 5 was added to number three. 

Guiding Principles – Pat Hallock reviewed the district’s guiding principles. He stated that these principles will 

provide guidance when the district needs to look at adding and deleting programs. Mike Sage asked to change 

number eight to read “we will make every effort to make decisions based on data.” Bryant Ferris would like to 

change the word “more” to “the most” in number six. 

LCCTC Modernization Resolution – John Bowden presented information regarding the Lancaster County Career 

and Technology Center’s modernization resolutions. He explained that the cost to the district would be 

approximately $83,392 per year. 

Health and Physical Science Center Dedication – John Bowden announced that the dedication of the Health and 

Physical Science Center will be held on January 15, 2012, with a snow date of January 22, 2012. He distributed a 

draft of a plaque for the center which will be displayed in memory of former Board member Norman L. Hershey. 



   

 

 

Public Participation – Clair Witwer spoke about how he is teaming with biology teacher, Amanda Wolfgang, to 

challenge the advanced students. He gave examples of student projects and how the students chose topics and draw 

conclusions from their research methods. 

No further information was presented, and the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.  
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