
   

 

PEQUEA VALLEY SCHOOL BOARD 

Committee Meeting 

January 31, 2012 

The monthly Committee meeting of the Pequea Valley School Board was called to order by President Bryant Ferris 

at 7:04 p.m. Members present were: Christian Brackbill, Fred Hertzler, Virginia Ranck, Steve Riehl, Charles Rohrer, 

and Vernon Wright. Joyce Good arrived at 7:05, and Mike Sage arrived at 7:06. Others present included: Patrick 

Hallock, John Bowden, Erik Orndorff, Don Garber, June Groff, Beth Reinhart, Sharon Ray, Clair Witwer, Dara Ruhl 

and Deb Weaver. 

Elementary Centers – Erik Orndorff presented the following nine factors school districts should consider when 

deciding grade configuration.  

1. Cost and length of travel – approximately a $165,000 increase to our yearly budget with an average increase 

in ride time. 

2. Possible increase or decrease in parent involvement, potentially affected by the distance to the school and the 

number of schools the children attend. 

3. The number of students at each grade level, which may affect class groupings and courses offered. 

4. The effect of school setting on achievement, particularly for grades 6-9. 

5. The effect on whether the neighborhood schools close or remain open. 

6. The number of school transitions for students. 

7. The opportunities for interaction between age groups. 

8. The influence of older students on younger students. 

9. Is the building design suitable for only a few or for several grade levels? 

Erik shared that he met with both elementary school principals to discuss concerns and does not recommend doing 

centers at this time. 

Mid-Year District Goal Review – Pat Hallock reviewed the ongoing district goals and action steps. He summarized 

the progress of the goals through the first semester. All schools were involved in the use of software programs to 

increase student achievement in math, reading, and writing. Other goals, such as K-8 grade configuration, were 

discussed.  

Lancaster Career and Technology Center Proposed 2012-2013 Budget – Charles Rohrer stated that district 

contributions to LCCTC decreased by 0.5%. He listed the classes that were dropped and the salary freeze for the 

teachers which includes a 12.36% PSERS rate. 

2012-2013 Budget Update – John Bowden presented the PSERS rate increase and the effect it has on the budget. 

The budget will need an additional 1.1612 mills in order to meet the PSERS obligation over the next nine years 

which amounts to $1,468,878. He suggested that the Board raise the millage in the amount needed to fund the 

PSERS increase this year. This would enable the district to remain on par with the rate increase without going into a 

deficit. 

Public Participation – Clair Witwer shared that Peter Hughes with Red Barn Consulting donated equipment that 

monitors methane gas to the agriculture department for high school senior, Alyssa Maxwell’s science fair project. 

No further information was presented, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.  
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