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Jared Erb is the newest member of the Pequea Valley Intermediate School family. After graduating from 
Penn State University with a degree in special education, he obtained a master’s degree from Eastern 
Mennonite University in curriculum and instruction and currently attends Penn State pursuing a certificate 
in educational leadership.  Jared has worked as a special education teacher at the middle and high school 
levels and a facilitator for a small learning community at McCaskey High School.  Having a background 
in special education, Jared is a firm believer that all students can learn, and they should be held to high 
expectations, thus maximizing their potential.  
Jared enjoys spending time with his wife, Kim, and son, Colson. They enjoy Penn State football, camping, 
church, and hiking with their golden retriever.  Some of his other interests include skateboarding, playing 
the guitar and mandolin, and bike riding.  Jared says, “I’m excited to put some miles on my tires around 
the beautiful farm land of Pequea Valley. I look forward to working with the students, families, and staff 
members at PVIS.”   

Jared Erb – PVIS Assistant to the Principal

Catherine Koenig is the new assistant principal at Pequea Valley High School.  She comes to PV from 
Donegal High School where she was the physical education and wellness teacher for the past two years, 
and for seven years prior, served as a learning support teacher.  She also coached the varsity girls’ 
basketball team. 
Before coming to Pennsylvania, Cathy taught at-risk students and was the girls’ and boys’ tennis coach in 
West Virginia at Mount Hope High School.  While earning her master’s degree, she was a graduate assistant 
at West Virginia University Institute of Technology where she coached softball, volleyball, and basketball.
Cathy earned her bachelor of science degree in physical education and health from West Virginia Wesleyan 
College, where she was a four-year starter on the women’s basketball team. She received her master of arts 
degree in special education from Marshall University.  She continued her education at Penn State Great 
Valley, receiving her administration certification and is currently working on a master’s degree in sports management.
Cathy’s hobbies include reading, biking, walking her dogs, and going to the beach.

Catherine Koenig – PVHS Assistant Principal

When Pequea Valley School District Board member, Deb 
Sensenig, resigned her position in December, Steve Riehl 
agreed to run for this vacancy 
because of his interest in seeing 
how tax dollars are spent. Steve 
was born and raised in Leacock 
Township, and he is the owner of 
Riehl Repair, Inc., which is a farm 
equipment repair company. Steve 
currently resides in Leacock 
Township with his family. 

Pequea Valley School District will create an 
environment that inspires each individual to excel.
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Building News

The Pequea Valley FFA was one of eight chapters chosen from across the state 
to compete in the Pennsylvania Farm Show exhibit titled, PA Agriculture-
Open for Business. Each chapter designed and constructed an 800 square 
foot exhibit in partnership with a Pennsylvania food processor. Our chapter 
partnered with Herr Foods Inc. of Nottingham to feature the potato chip. 
Approximately 20 FFA members were involved in some aspect of the project.  
The exhibit included information about the potato and the chip-making 
process. Students handed out potato chips and explained the potato chip 
manufacturing process. There was also a video presentation and a guest 
appearance by Chipper, Herr’s mascot. The Farm Show activities culminated 
with the awards ceremony on Saturday, January 16 with the Pequea Valley FFA 
display being named Reserve Champion for the event.

FFA Wins at PA Farm Show

All four of Pequea Valley School District’s buildings were recently 
awarded the 2009 Mid-Atlantic Energy Star Award.  Andrew 
Kreider, Mid-Atlantic representative for the Environmental 
Protection Agency, presented the award to superintendent, Patrick 
Hallock; business manager, John Bowden; and director of facilities 
and maintenance, Mark Brooks.  Kreider was impressed that PV 
received the designation for all its buildings and that the district 
earned it without any help from the EPA.  Several innovative 
ideas, including  a system to collect rain water from the roof to 
be used to flush toilets, individual classroom heat pumps, wood-
clad windows that block the metal from conducting cold air to the 
inside, rain gardens, and motion-detector lights and faucets in the 
restrooms, helped to make the district stand out.Pictured left to right: Dr. Patrick Hallock, Andrew Kreider, John Bowden, and 

Mark Brooks.

PV Receives EPA Energy Star Award

Congratulations to the Pequea Valley girls’ basketball team on their first place finish at the Hamburg Holiday Tournament over the 
holiday vacation. They beat ELCO by five points in the championship game to finish 2009 with their third straight win. Marissa Ferris 
was named to the All-Tournament Team and Amber Stoltzfus was named Tournament MVP.

Also, congratulations to wrestlers Ray Ball and George Baker 
on their accomplishments at the Wetzel Classic Wrestling 
Tournament.  Ray was the 152 pound champion. He pinned 
Abington’s Derrylle Myers in 52 seconds in the first round 
followed by an 8-5 victory over West Chester East’s Tyler 
Herman.  Herman was the AAA Southeast Regional Qualifier last 
season.  George finished second at 145 pounds. Congratulations 
to the Pequea Valley wrestling team and head coach, Jay Riehl, 
on winning the LL League Sportsmanship Award.  This award 
is voted on by the LL League officials and is given to the team 
in the league that has exemplified outstanding sportsmanship 
throughout the season.



Building News

Journey with the Gifted Program

The following band students will represent 
Pequea Valley Intermediate School in the Lan-
caster-Lebanon Music Educators Association’s 
Middle School Bandfest to be held at Cedar 
Crest High School on April 16 and 17:

Brian Petersen
Abby Reiter
Amanda Gossert
Tyler Doratt

PVIS Band Recognition

This is a wonderful opportunity for our students to 
perform with other top student musicians from the 
two counties.  Congratulations on being outstanding 
representatives of the Pequea Valley School District 
and community.  

LCCTC Baking and Pastry Arts 
Student Shines at Chocolatefest

Pequea Valley student Bridget McFadden won 
two awards at Chocolatefest in January.  Bridget’s 
confections placed first in the prettiest category and 
second in the most creative category. Chocolatefest 
is an annual event held at the Hershey Lodge and 
Convention Center. Chocolatefest is a taste of samples 
(mostly chocolate) from area career and technology 
centers, technical institutes, community colleges, 
confectioners, restaurants, hotels, and caterers. The 
annual event raises money for Keystone Human 
Services, an umbrella organization that provides 
comprehensive community-based services for 
children,  adults, and families. 

 Mr. Ned Beck and his eighth grade American Life classes honored military veterans 
at their annual Veterans’ Day Program on November 11. Thirty-two veterans were 
in attendance representing the US Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Merchant 
Marines, and National Guard.  
The program featured a military memories slide show, a video entitled Remember 
Me, and vocal selections performed by the 8th grade Select Chorus and PVIS music 
teacher, Alicia Trescavage.  As a special treat, the Bugle Corps quartet of music 
teacher, Robert Corrao, and students Andrew Groff, Brian Petersen, and Abigail Reiter 
performed Day Is Done.  The colors were presented by members of the 8th Grade 
Honor and Color Guard.

Honoring American Veterans of the 21st Century

Pequea Valley Intermediate students participated in two free virtual field trips through MAGPI, Mid-Atlantic Gigapop in Philadelphia 
for Internet2. The first was titled Our Courts.  Spearheaded by Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, the project provided students with digital 
learning tools that make civics engaging and relevant for middle school students.  Our Courts’ online game, Supreme Decision, explores 
a student’s First Amendment rights in school for being suspended for wearing his favorite rock t-shirt to school – against dress 
policy.  In a second opportunity, students learned to draw like a professional cartoon artist.  PBS’s Bruce Blitz, who won four Emmy 
nominations for the show, “Cartooning with Blitz,” offered a one-hour interactive lecture on 
the art of cartooning.
During the first semester, the high school provided students with a variety of speakers with 
the intent of enriching their educational experiences. The following speakers addressed the 
students:  Kirsten Mathieu, FOX43 morning anchor; Keith Nisly, design director for DavCo; 
Bruce Becker, artist and author of Kindness and Compassion: The Inspiring Aftermath to 
the Tragic Amish Schoolhouse Shootings;  Dr. Mike Gumpper, professor of economics and 
director of the Center For Economic Education, Millersville University; and Dr. Laurence 
W. Mazzeno, former college president, Alvernia University; English department chair, U.S. 
Naval Academy; faculty member, West Point Military Academy; and author of nearly twenty 
books.  
Our fourth through ninth grade gifted students traveled to Millersville University for an entertaining and educational afternoon with 
presenter Jeff Lieberman of Discovery Channel’s Time Warp.  
In addition to these activities, gifted learners in middle school and high school have participated in twelve SEE seminars (Secondary 
Enrichment Experiences) through IU 13.    
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The Pequea Valley School Board meets
the second Thursday of each month

(except in July) at 7:30 p.m.

Non-Discrimination Policy

The Pequea Valley School District, an equal opportunity employer, will not discriminate in employment, 
educational programs or activities, based on race, religion, color, national origin, sex, disability, sexual 
orientation, or because a person is a disabled veteran or a veteran of the Vietnam Era.  This policy of non-
discrimination extends to all other legally protected classifications.  Publication of this policy in this document 
is in accordance with the state and federal laws including Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972 and 
Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  Inquiries should be directed to the Superintendent, 
504 and Title IX Coordinator, Pequea Valley School District, PO Box 130, Kinzers, PA  17535; 768-5530.

Upcoming Events ...


